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Good evening everybody, I should like to welcome you all for the Annual General Meeting 

of Air-Britain, Stansted Branch, being the first occasion we have met in our temporary 

meeting premises of St. John’s Church Hall, Stansted Mountfitchet. I am glad so many of you 

managed to find it (and also a parking space). Also a big thanks to John (Tietjen) for his 

considerable effort in identifying and securing these premises for this and our next 3 

meetings. 

 

The AGM is, as you are all aware, not just a review of branch happenings over the past 12 

months but – and far more importantly in my view - a major opportunity for each branch 

member to voice their opinions, thoughts, and ideas on how the next twelve months should be 

arranged and managed, even if this contribution does not accord with everyone else’s ideas 

on the matter. What I and my fellow Committee members would welcome is a strong and 

active debate on how the branch should progress in 2014. 

 

Whilst I anticipate that – as always – there will be some overlap between this welcoming 

address and the Secretary’s Report, I would like to briefly mention some matters --- indeed, it 

would be remiss of me not to include them. 

 

Firstly, I would like to thank Richard (Jones) for stepping up to the plate and volunteering to 

take on the Secretarial role, and also to John (Tietjen) for agreeing to join the committee and 

take on the onerous and sometimes thankless task of Guest Speaker Evening supremo. I 

confess that in the first few months after our last AGM I did find trying to do everything 

committee-wise other than be Treasurer was getting rather time consuming so a personal 

thanks to both of them. 

 

Our 2013 programme was arguably the most varied in recent years and it is of particular note 

that we had no less than 4 Guest Speaker evenings covering a wide range of interesting topics 

– some of the anecdotes on Cessna deliveries to far flung corners of the world, overloaded 

family Proctors flying to Gibraltar, and the cost of owning a 70 year old aeroplane will be 

long remembered. As an aside John (Tietjen) has already lined up even more such evenings 

in 2014.  

 

Other enjoyable meetings covered member’s photo evenings which, inter alia, showed the 

wide ranging interests of our branch members, plus our regular Photo Competition and the 

Annual Quiz where as always we find out just how much we don’t know about our hobby. 

 

2013 was the 2
nd

 year in a row without there being a Jolly Boys outing but the logistics – and 

associated cost – are now, perhaps, just too much for a small branch. However, thanks to 

Nigel’s (Kemp) efforts a party of branch members did enjoy a fascinating visit the 

Metropolitan Police helicopter unit at Lippitts Hill. 



The branch Newsletter continued to be well received and once again made a small profit with 

the good news that last year’s subscription levels are being held in 2014. Thanks Bob, and his 

team. 

 

The website is now well established and in 2013 had over 11,000 hits from people in 75 

different countries. However, I confess I remain very disappointed at the lack of contributions 

from branch members, and particularly the paucity of photographs submitted for inclusion 

that are Stansted and local airfield related, albeit through John (Tietjen) we do have a 

selection taken at the last Air-Britain Fly-In.  

 

Continuing with the Fly-in theme, yet again the weather gods conspired to be against us at 

North Weald and Phil would like me to record his gratitude for the support given by branch 

members in 2013 on a weekend when it was so very hard to stay motivated and interested. 

Whilst I expect Phil will raise the next Fly-In later this evening it is also incumbent upon me 

to mention that possibly even more support will be needed in 2014 with the sad passing away 

of stalwarts Pat Defeu and Norman Pascall. Our condolences go to both of their families.  

 

It would be remiss of me not to mention Derek Harknett who not only has supplied us with 

refreshments at our meetings but also had responsibility for transporting all the books and 

magazines to the Fly-In. Thanks again to Dave Gale for providing the critical storage 

facilities. Derek has told me that both the roles he has undertaken so brilliantly are now a 

little too onerous for him and after this evening he will relinquish the refreshment role and 

additionally the  2014 Fly-In will be the last year he will be able to support the branch in 

respect of the Branch Sales Stand. I am sure we all would like me to formally record our 

appreciation to Derek for his immense support over many years. 

 

Alan (Jones) has managed another successful year in collecting monthly fees from even the 

most reticent attendee and also keeping the books in good order. Another unsung task, and a 

big thank you, Alan. 

 

My personal thanks also to Phil (Kemp) for his assistance at various meetings – and 

especially in my absence last July – and for his ready advice whenever I have asked. Also 

thanks to Kevin (Jarvis) for acting as kit monitor. 

 

Regular attendees at branch meetings will be very aware that average numbers continue to 

fall and I suspect that this not only reflects the increasing average age of aviation enthusiasts 

but also the high cost of motoring. For the branch to remain a vibrant and energetic entity it is 

vital that more enthusiasts are tempted to set foot into our meetings – and then to attend 

regularly in the future.  

 

Air-Britain members will be aware that throughout 2013 Stansted branch had an entry on the 

Notice Board of the monthly Air-Britain News, and every Guest Speaker evening was also 

publicised on-line at Air-Britain Information Exchange. In addition we have used the Yahoo 

enthusiast websites for both Stansted and Southend, various other non A-B on-line enthusiast  



groups plus strategically distributed Flyers. I have also sent personal emails to various 

individuals about meetings that may be of interest. Unfortunately despite this incredible effort 

we have attracted very few non-branch members to Guest Speaker evenings let alone member 

evenings. For the actual future existence of this branch we need new faces. 

 

So, as I said at the beginning, this evening is an opportunity for everyone to voice their 

thoughts on how this branch can meet the current yet changing needs of its present members 

and – arguably more importantly - how to attract and retain newcomers. There is tremendous 

experience, knowledge and enthusiasm amongst our current membership and I seek 

everyone’s assistance and input to ensure the branch thrives and progresses in the future. 

 

In conclusion, may I thank everyone for their support to the branch over the past 12 months 

and to wish all of you an enjoyable aviation related 2014. 

 

 

 

Brian Richards 

Chair 
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