
Good Evening Everyone 

 

Firstly, may I welcome you all to St. John’s Church Hall, Stansted Mountfitchet for the Annual General Meeting 

of Air-Britain Stansted Branch for the year 2017. 

 

If I may repeat my usual start to these reports, the AGM is not simply a review of achievements – and 

occasional failures – over the past year but it is also the main opportunity for branch members to voice their 

thoughts, opinions, and most importantly, new ideas on how the branch might progress in the next 12 months.  

 

2017 was, of course, the Golden Jubilee of Stansted Branch and I think everyone would agree our celebrations 

were first class with the undoubted highlight being the reception in September at the Novotel Hotel when over 

50 branch members, both past and present, partners, and guests attended. These included Air-Britain Chairman 

Malcolm Fillmore, and Executive Trustees Simon Wills – who had travelled down especially from the North 

West - and our own Phil Kemp.  

 

Thanks to Phil there was a table of memorabilia to admire and browse and Andy Goldsmith put together a 

continuous loop display of truly evocative photos taken at Stansted over the past half century. Both received 

much attention during the evening, as did the wonderful celebratory cake - which attendees at our October and 

November meetings continued to enjoy! Thanks Nigel and indeed all the other co-members of the Jubilee 

working party, Andy, Kevin Hart and Kevin Jarvis.  

 

We also marked our 50
th

 with banners which were displayed with pride at the Fly-In, car stickers which were a 

donation from two branch members, patches, and, if I may say, an excellent article in Air-Britain’s “Aviation 

World”. In addition I had the pleasure of writing a monthly “Nostalgia” article for the branch Newsletter which 

was supported by the separate personal recollections of Bob Mulford and Phil.  

 

In 2017 we had a few Guest Speakers drop out for unforeseen reasons and unusually our 2017 programme had 

just 4 Guest Speaker evenings, but  covering a wide range of topics, both civil and military. Regrettably some of 

the audience numbers were quite disappointing despite substantial publicity.  

 

The remaining meetings were totally dependent upon the efforts of our members with their photographic 

images, including a special nostalgia evening in September plus the annual quiz – the Prior Memorial Trophy 

won somewhat surprisingly by yours truly - and the photo competition which had two new names as winners, 

with Michael Hibbins winning the Ground section and Marius Gavra the Air section and also, after a countback, 

the overall trophy.  

 

Thanks to Nigel in arranging both competitions and to everyone involved at each and every meeting – your 

efforts are much appreciated.  

 

There were two external visits for branch members, being the Stansted ATC Tower and also to RAFWattisham 

with Nigel again being the arranger 

 

Unfortunately there was a significant loss to the branch when after considerable soul searching both Bob and 

Nigel decided that they would cease publishing Newsletter after the December 2017 edition.  Apart from their 

personal considerations after 20 years at the helm it had become impossible to produce Newsletter to the high 

factual standards of the past due to the absence of information from the Stansted Tower. I know Bob’s and 

Nigel’s decisions were not made lightly but I, and I am sure everyone else, understand their reasoning sad as the 

decisions might be. I should like to record my appreciation for their efforts, and that of every contributor to 

Newsletter over its history.  

 

The branch website continued to be well used with nearly 17,000 views in 2017 which is a little down on 2016 

but that probably reflects the lack of current and accurate Stansted biz jet movements on the site, exacerbated by 



the move of some readers to Facebook. We are indebted again to Michael Jones as webmaster who has recently 

revamped the website - which, I would add, is now up to date - and the website should be more interesting in 

2018. However, it goes without saying that the website is for the benefit of the branch and relies completely on 

branch members to keep it a dynamic and interesting site which will, hopefully, encourage new members. 

 

The branch Facebook page is a major success and goes from strength to strength thanks to Andy and ably 

assisted by Michael. Membership passed the 500 mark in 2017 and activity levels even in the quiet last two 

months of the year totalled 1300 posts and comments. This is a most valuable tool for the branch to promote 

itself and its meetings. 

 

Earlier I touched upon the A-B Fly In and our perennial branch support was specifically mentioned by the 

Chairman of Air-Britain Trustees in his address at Air-Britain’s AGM. The running of this event could not be 

undertaken without the active involvement of our branch members and I speak on behalf of Air-Britain when I 

say it is hoped the same level of support will be there this coming June when it will be a key event in Air-

Britain’s 70
th

 anniversary year.  

 

This leads me to the traditional part of the Chair’s address of thanking and recognising some of our other 

members. As everyone contributes to the successful running of the branch of the branch meetings I thank you all 

now, but I would like to mention a small number of individuals. 

 

Firstly, Alan Jones as Treasurer who has managed yet another very successful year persuading us to part with 

our money at meetings and managing the outgoings, albeit with a bit of soul searching on aspects of the Jubilee 

expenditure! But, I am grateful for his support and also personally delighted he will be standing for re-election. 

Many thanks Alan. 

 

Thanks too to Richard Jones for his unassuming manner as Secretary – another essential task – and who, 

likewise, I am delighted is standing for re-election. Both Alan and Richard also now run our Book Stall at the 

Fly-In and control the book store which Dave Gale continues to allow the branch to use free of charge. They 

also provide the very welcome refreshments at our meetings and whilst they are free of charge I would remind 

everyone that there is a donation box for the Essex and Herts Air Ambulance strategically sited by the serving 

hatch! 

 

Finally, but not exclusively, may again I record my thanks to Nigel for always stepping into the breach when I 

have been absent from meetings and also identifying 3 of our Guest Speakers last year, plus organising both the 

Photo Competition and Quiz, and also to Kevin Jarvis for again looking after and transporting the kit to our 

meetings. Lastly, and most importantly, thanks to everyone who supported our meetings 

 

I can report that attendance levels at meetings are beginning to rise slowly but for the most part we still seem to 

find it difficult to get “first timers” to become regulars.  

 

An old message I know, but new faces, and returning faces, are needed if the branch is to remain viable in its 

current format and I seek everyone’s assistance and input to ensure the branch thrives rather than withers.  

 

In conclusion, may I again thank everyone for their support to the branch during 2017, and to ask you all for 

your continued enthusiastic support in 2018. 

 

Thank you 

 

Brian Richards 

Chair, Air-Britain Stansted Branch 

St John’s Church Hall, Stansted Mountfitchet,  Tuesday 6
th

 March 2018 


