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Well – what a super turnout to mark Stephen Skinner’s 4

th
 visit to our branch with his interesting and 

informative presentation on the Trident, a superb project virtually destroyed by the meddling of 

politicians. Now where have I heard that phrase before? Clearly the knowledgeable audience 

appreciated the talk from their probing questions and also by adding information to some of the 

more technical aspects of “The Gripper”.  

 

 

I am hoping that those who were attending for the first time will have found a warm welcome – 

albeit not that emanating out of those dreadful heaters in the hall – from our members and will 

want to return for future meetings. Those attending will also have noticed that we had a small 

selection of books and magazines for sale thanks to Alan and Richard visiting our rather remote 

Bookstore a few weeks back.  This should be a feature of future meetings too. 

 

Now that the lighter evenings are back with us I, and others, were able to venture into Northside en 

route to the meeting, only to be met with a vista of emptiness on the biz ramps – very disappointing 

indeed, but it does lead me to reminding everyone that this area will be strictly off limits to 

enthusiasts during various periods over the “Commonwealth” weekend this month.  Andrew 



Goldsmith has been updating our Facebook page as and when he receives official information. On 

the Facebook tack, don’t forget there is now a monthly photo competition – full details on that page. 

 

Our May 1
st

 meeting sees us welcome Squadron Leader James Cowan, Retd, to tell us all about 

circumventing the globe in a Chipmunk – well Chipmunks.  These photos of a Chippie’s cockpit 

endorse the comment I made in February’s Chairman’s Chat about how much admiration I have for 

their endurance levels because the accommodation makes Ryanair seem luxurious!  I recall vividly 

my Air Experience rides at various RAF stations as an Air Cadet, as a rear seat passenger, sitting on a 

WW2 vintage parachute with its leg straps tightened to a point where circulation to my important 

appendages were almost squealing in agony, and wondering if the airman strapping me into the seat 

had tightened the seat harness enough to stop me falling out when we were at the top of a loop. 

 

 

 

 

The arrangements at the meeting are also a little different. Our speaker is driving down from 

Durham and very generously has waived all his personal expenses but has requested we make a 

donation to his nominated charity, the UK Civil Air Patrol, in which he is actively involved – there is a 

website explaining their role in complementing the other regional emergency services. So at our 

meeting please bring along a bit extra cash as we will not only have our book sales again but also a 

raffle with all the proceeds from both sources going to UKCAP. Please try to be there and also bring 



along some friends too so we can make the evening a major success for this very worthy charity. If 

any member wishes to donate a raffle prize it would be most welcome. 

 

As always the 1
st

 May meeting will start at 20:15 hrs at St John’s Church Hall, Stansted Mountfitchet 

but maybe some of you would please by 20:00 hrs to help set up the hall and to ensure a prompt 

start to the evening. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


