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Firstly a big thanks to those who supported our last “Members Evening” of the year when we saw Nigel’s 

very interesting photos of Bentwaters and Flixton – their Valetta reminded me of my very first flight aboard 

sister ship VW197 a mere 59 years ago – and some of Phil’s extensive collection from his trip to 

Aerofriedrichshafen.  Phil also gave a full debrief as to why he has informed Air-Britain Trust that North 

Weald is no longer suitable for its annual Fly-In, and he took the opportunity to  express his personal thanks 

to all of the many branch volunteers over the 18 years it has been held there. One significant downside is 

the loss of our major sales outlet for books – please advise Richard of any practical ideas for alternative 

sales opportunities as the branch needs the income. 

 

For once the hall was too hot for comfort – maybe a first – even for those wearing shorts!  However, the 

branch’s new laptop performed well in tropical temperatures and my personal thanks to Michael Jones for 

his in-depth research to ensure our funds were used wisely and the kit is as future-proof as possible. 

 

 



 

The flying circus that accompanied President Trump to Stansted last month has been well documented on 

our Facebook page and many of our branch members spent a lot of their spare time noting and 

photographing the visiting US military flying hardware. The 3
rd

 week of July was also noteworthy for the 

mass arrivals of biz jets when Farnborough’s capacity was much reduced due to the airshow with, at one 

time, 50 or so recorded on STN’s stands. On the airline front Wideroe are starting Dash 8 schedules this 

month and Emirates are reported to already be considering a 2
nd

 daily Dubai rotation. Conversely Primera 

have announced a withdrawal of some Europe services at STN and other UK airports, and the month was a 

bit of a downer for Ryanair with STN cancellations due to French ATC issues, aircrew industrial action and, 

amazingly, the “possibility of thunderstorms”!  Not strictly STN related, but in the airspace covered by our 

branch members, many of us witnessed the RAF’s centenary fly-past on the 10
th

 of the month. 

 

 

 



 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 4th September when we will welcome Sam Evans from North Weald 

with his illustrated talk entitled “From Vulcan to Skymaster”.  Sam is an aircraft engineer who worked on 

the Vulcan (XH558) and is now working on the restoration of the C-54 Skymaster at North Weald. The first 

half of his talk will focus on his work with the Vulcan and the second half will be about his work with the C-

54 team. Having been fortunate enough to have recently had a good look inside and out of the C-54 I for 

one will be fascinated to hear how – and when - this particular airframe will be restored to even fair 

condition. 

 

At the meeting we will have a selection of books for sale, and to try and assist a little financially towards 

this restoration we will also have a raffle with proceeds going to the restoration fund – any donations of 

prizes for this raffle will be most welcome so please bring them along on the evening for display. 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on 4
th

 September to meet Sam at our first Guest 

Speaker evening of the autumn 

 


