
 

March 2018 
The March branch meeting was our AGM and it was disappointing that only 12 people attended, but 

conversely it was a lively event with lots of excellent and positive suggestions and ideas plus the 

occasional constructive criticism – all contributions were duly noted by Richard and your Committee 

will try and ensure everything is taken on board during 2018.  

 

Perhaps the key decision taken at the AGM was to accept the recommendation of the Membership 

and Constitution working party to defer their draft papers until such time as the Committee felt 

regular higher numbers at our meetings warranted a formal Membership Scheme. However, Phil 

Kemp, wearing his Air-Britain Trust, Branch Co-Coordinator hat, indicated that he would welcome 

more immediate consideration of the Branch Constitution and would be pleased to vet the draft. 

 

Otherwise, the only immediate impact upon meeting attendees was the unanimous decision to 

increase the meeting entry fee on Guest Speaker evenings to £4. This change will come into effect 

for the Branch autumn speaker programme starting with the September 2018 talk by Sam Evans. 

This still represents excellent value and that little extra will help us offset the inevitable additional 

expenses when we arrange these special meetings; the cost for our other meetings remains at the 

very low £2.  

 

Both the Chairman’s Report and Secretary’s Report are available to read in full on our branch 

website.  

 

On the subject of Guest Speaker evenings there are likely to be 6 during 2018 with, if all goes to plan, 

a run of 4 such meetings from September onwards – full details again on the branch website but I 

can say it will be a very varied selection of topics.  

 

Not directly related to the branch but very pertinent as far as most of our meeting attendees are 

concerned, are the new security arrangements at Stansted Airport which have had to be introduced 

following the multiple and, unfortunately, regular breaches of the old arrangements – as always the 

few ruin things for the majority. I will not repeat the new arrangements in this column as they have 

been widely documented, including on our branch Facebook Group, but it does mean that at this 

time of year Northside is strictly off-limits for pre –meeting visits.  However, if anyone would like a 

copy of these new security arrangements then please let me know, but in the meantime I feel I must 

remind everyone that our branch requires all members (meeting attendees, regular or otherwise) to 

adhere to the Air-Britain Trust Code of Conduct which includes adherence to rules and regulations at 

all airfields worldwide.  



Our next meeting is on Tuesday 3
rd

 April, when we welcome back world renowned aviation author 

Stephen Skinner. Stephen has previously given presentations on the BAC 1-11, VC10 and BAe146 and 

this year returns to make an audio/visual presentation entitled “Hawker Siddeley Trident – 

Promise Unfulfilled.  

 

I do hope as many of you as possible will be there. As always the meeting will start at 20:15 hrs at St 

John’s Church Hall, Stansted Mountfitchet but maybe some of you would please be there by 20:00 

hrs to help set up the hall and to ensure a prompt start to the evening. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 


