
 

 

December 2018 
Wow, what a brilliant attendance at our final Guest Speaker evening of 2018 and I am hoping that some, if not all, 

of the visitors will be joining us again at future meetings as I am sure they will not have been disappointed by Jeff 

Rushen’s enthralling talk. To describe Jeff as an expert in radial engines is almost an insult – he surely must be one 

of the best there is anywhere in the world especially when it comes to the Bristol Centaurus 18 engine which 

powers (or is meant to, US owners please note) what is, in my view, the most beautiful piston engine fighter of all 

time, the Sea Fury. The painstaking rebuild of the powerplant from VX281 was incredible to hear, and the 

illustrative photos were fascinating even to a very non-technically minded person such as myself. 

 

 

 

I am sure everyone who has attended some, or even all, of 5 our guest speaker evenings this year will have 

enjoyed the variety of topics and the enthusiasm of the presenters. For those of you who have looked at our 

branch website you will be aware that we have already secured some firm dates for two returning speakers, 

Graeme Douglas on the subject of the mystery still surrounding Amelia Earhart’s disappearance and Stephen 

Skinner who will talk to us about the HS748/BAeATP.  Additional speakers have given their verbal agreement to 

come along during 2019 so keep an eye on our website and Facebook group for announcements. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having been away for much of November I am not too au fait with all the recent happenings at STN scene but I 

noted a report that a STN bound Ryanair aircraft was impounded at Bordeaux for an alleged non-repayment of 

subsidies paid to Ryanair for flights from Angouleme regional airport between 2008 and 2009, which the 

European Commission later deemed illegal. The French civil aviation authority did not say how much money was 

involved, but regional airport officials said the sum was €525,000 (£457,000). 



Continuing on the Ryanair scene in November they issued this press release: "As part of our preparations for 

Brexit, we are establishing a UK airline to safeguard our flying rights in the UK. The process of applying to the UK 

Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) is underway, and we expect Ryanair UK to commence operations in January 2019. 

RUK will commence operating from Stansted base, initially beginning with 1 aircraft being transferred to the UK 

register initially. RUK will continue to fly standard Stansted flight duties, and flight hours average typical hours for 

Stansted."  I have no idea what the last sentence means but it could be interpreted that all Stansted based aircraft 

will eventually become G- registered. 

Watch out for potential labour troubles though if the new subsidiary follows the Polish example when in 

September 2018 Ryanair announced the closure of its own Polish bases until 1st January 2019. Operations were 

to be transferred immediately to Ryanair Sun which would then start operating on behalf of its mother company. 

Polish based cabin crew and pilots were made redundant by Ryanair and forced to apply as self-employed 

contractors for a company called Warsaw Aviation, if they wanted to continue their employment within the 

Ryanair group. Warsaw Aviation itself would then lease out the self-employed contractors to Ryanair Sun. 

 

My comment last month about the problems likely from the then proposed takeover of Wow by Icelandair was 

prophetic as the latter has since walked away from the deal, so Wow is again on the market and has tried to 

address some of its financial problems by putting 4 aircraft into storage.  Indigo Partners (the owners of Wizz, 

Frontier, Volaris and JetSmart, as I am sure attendees of our last branch quiz will remember!) are reported to be 

potential investors. 

 

Michael Jones has sent me links to the following: 

 

At the recent launch of the East of England China Forum the CEO Stansted Airport, Ken O’Toole commented that 

discussions are underway with “a range of Chinese carriers” – it is understood in his previous role with MAG as 

CEO Manchester, O’Toole was involved in the successful negotiations with Air China to commence scheduled 

passenger services to that airport. 

 

Less positive news is that the Liberal Democrat members of Uttlesford Council have called on the government to 

review the “flawed, unsound and irrational” approval for Stansted Airport to expand. Last month members of the 

district council’s planning committee were deadlocked over Manchester Airports Group’s application for STN to 

handle up to 43m passengers a year – an increase from the current cap of 35m and a 56% increase on today’s 

annual traffic of 27.6m – until the Conservative chairman, Cllr Alan Mills, used his casting vote to grant 

permission. 

 

 

 



The above cartoon (Rudolph apparently has gone u/s) is a reminder that you can track Santa’s around the world 

flight on Christmas Eve by accessing the special NORAD website. This year he is scheduled to be using his recently 

delivered Sleigh-Neo, so a new frame for us all! 

 

 

 

The above cartoon is not of my house – more’s the pity – but I just happen to like the idea! 

 

Our first meeting of the New Year is, as always in recent years, on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, Tuesday 8
th

 

January and it will be a member’s evening so please bring along any photos you have and would like to share with 

us. As always the meeting will start at 8:15pm but the hall will be open at 8:00pm so if you able to do come along 

a little earlier to help set up the hall – and, hopefully, also help pack away the chairs etc. at the end. May I also 

mention again that whilst the pre-meeting refreshments are free of charge there is always an Air Ambulance 

donation box on the serving hatch; please be generous. 

 

 

 

 



Looking further ahead this month, in case you have nothing to do over Christmas how about sorting out some of 

your favourite aviation photos you took during the year, and then maybe do a bit of editing before submitting 

them for our branch’s annual Photographic Competition during our February meeting.  Nigel Kemp has again 

volunteered to arrange this competition, and here is a reminder of the simple rules. 

 

a. Up to a max of 6 digital photos per person, either flying shot or ground shot, and please renumber them 

as 1,2,3 etc 

b. Must be in jpeg form. 

c. Must have been taken in the year 2018. 

d. To be numbered 1 upwards (with no names/watermarks on the image) 

e. Every entrant must have attended 3 or more branch meetings in 2018 to qualify to enter. 

f. Entries must be in to Nigel NO later than January 27th 2019 please. 

 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for your support to the branch over the 

course of this year and to wish you and your families my warmest Season’s Greetings.  Hope to see you all in 

2019. 

 

 

LATE NEWS: 

Lapland Airways release picture of Santa's Sleigh-Neo 

 
 


