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I'm delighted to say it was an excellent turnout at our February meeting for the annual Photographic Competition

and Quiz. I hope everyone enjoyed the occasion as I am much aware just how much time and effort is taken by 

those arranging these events. The standard of entries into the Photo Comp was probably the highest we have 

seen and I would like to extend my thanks and personal applause to everyone who submitted their photos but, as 

they say, there can only be one winner – well two in our case! 

Ground Category

3rd place went to Kevin Jarvis with this shot of JetStar VP-CSM

2nd place was taken by Phil Kemp at Vancouver Waterfront Seaplane Port



1st place in the ground category went to Kevin Jarvis with this shot of Swiftair ATR42 EC-KAI

Flying Category:

3rd place went to Michael Hibbins Slovak Government FK100 and A319 in formation at the Slovak International Air

Fest

2nd place was Andrew Goldsmith’s shot of Pitt’s S-12 Monster G-MXII taken at Old Warden 



1st place was F15 84-0004 of the California ANG taken by Andrew Goldsmith at Lakenheath

Overall winner of the “Best Photograph of the Year” was Andrew’s superb shot of the F15. Congratulations 

again (and see below too for more news on Andrew’s photographic skills).

This year’s Quiz tried to focus upon airlines and airports as that would seem to be the interest of the majority of 

our regulars, and also to challenge the memories of those who attended our meetings during the year, so 

apologies to those whose interest tends to be on the military side and/or missed some guest speaker evenings. I 

also introduced some picture questions which I hope made it a little more interesting, and a big thanks here to 

Michael Hibbins who arranged the printing of the picture question sheets and also the Photo Comp answer 

sheets.

The winner of this year’s Quiz was Nigel Kemp with a magnificent score of 61 out of 80, and who will yet 

again have the Prior Memorial Trophy adorning his windowsill. Congratulations. 

Also, some excellent news regarding the results from the recent Air-Britain Trustees annual photographic 

competition (for photos taken in 2017), with Andrew Goldsmith winning the “Airliners” section, and also taking

the 1st and 2nd places in the “GA registered in the UK” section, plus not being content with those successes  also 

getting 3rd in the” Vintage and Warbirds” section. Andrew’s 4 places on the podium are more than any other 

individual. Well done indeed and hopefully in my next Chat we will have at least some of those prizewinning 

entries to show you.

A big pat on the back is deserved to everyone who has donated to the Essex & Herts Air Ambulance by way of 

the collection tins we have at the branch. The tins have recently been emptied and found to contain £80.34 - a 

copy of the official receipt is below. Please remember to be generous when you take your tea or coffee before 

our meetings, you never know if it might be you or someone you love that is on the next flight. 



For those of you that are not already aware I should like to mention a new Google Group that has been formed 

by our own Andrew Goldsmith together with a good friend of the branch, Nick Challoner - UKLAE (UK Light 

Aviation Enthusiasts). It can be joined at UKLAE@googlegroups.com , which also gives further details of the 

Group’s aims and coverage:  

As I do not get too many opportunities to mention the lighter end of the aviation spectrum I am taking 

advantage by including a couple of photos I took at the LAA Sywell rally last year (clearly not good enough to 

be put as entries in our competition a few days ago!), a Super Courier in need of some TLC at Elstree, and also 

immediately below a CFM Streak Shadow taken at Brock Farm, Stock in August 2007 and which was 

marshalled into place, if I recall correctly, by one Nigel Kemp!





London Stansted Airport recorded its busiest ever year as it welcomed over 28 million passengers in 2018, an 

increase of 2.1 million passengers and 8.1 per cent over the previous 12 months.

The month of December saw over two million passengers pass through the airport, up 10.3 per cent on the same

month last year and the busiest December on record at Stansted.

The record-breaking performance helped maintain Stansted’s position as the fastest growing major airport in the

UK and one of the top five fastest growing large airports in Europe. The airport now serves 200 destinations 

across 40 countries, and offers more scheduled connections to Europe than any other airport in the world apart 

from Munich.

Regrettably not all the STN news is good news, with Diamond Hangar Ltd. having had renewed financial 

problems – not for the first time, as a Petition to Wind-Up this company was heard, and dismissed in April 2018

– which resulted in a High Court hearing on 14th January 2019 following which the court appointed a Liquidator

on 19th January. Just what this all means to the 10 tenants (ranging from an FBO, aircraft spares and personnel 

training to in house engineering company (EBAS) which specialises in Bombardier and Challenger 

Maintenance) I have no idea. 

More bad news is that newcomer Pobeda has announced that it will be stopping its STN to St Petersburg 

schedule at the end of this winter season. 

Finally, thanks to the small minority of selfish idiots who think the rules do not apply to them, Northside is now 

totally off limits to enthusiasts – the new sign is reproduced below for reference! No comment by me is needed 

other than to remind everyone that our branch requires all of its members (meeting attendees, regular or 

otherwise) to adhere to the Air-Britain Trust Code of Conduct which includes adherence to the rules and 

regulations at all airfields worldwide.

As I mentioned briefly last time, the branch is taking a table at next month’s Ipswich Aviation Society’s 

Aerojumble and below is the rather eye catching poster. Nigel and Marius will be manning the table with behind

the scenes assistance from Richard and Gary. Ex branch member Colin Potter is now a stalwart at IAG and I am 

sure he, as well as Nigel and Marius, would give a warm welcome to any of you that are able to drop by 

“Gresham’s” on 10th March.



So onto our next meeting on Tuesday 5th March which is, of course, our branch Annual General Meeting. This is

arguably the most important meeting of the year as it provides everyone the opportunity to have your say on 

how you think the branch should be run over the following 12 months. I know I speak on behalf of both of my 

Committee colleagues, Alan and Richard, when I say we would welcome comment, which is – hopefully - 

positive, but criticism coupled with constructive, practical ideas is always welcome. All 3 of us have thick 

skins! Without the support and goodwill of our members the branch will die so, please, do try to be there and 

help make a difference to our branch to ensure it progresses in the future.   Thank you.



To round off this bumper edition I have introduced what I hope will be an occasional feature of the Chat.

And Lastly, Turning Onto Late Finals ................

Brian Richards

Air-Britain Stansted Branch Chairman


