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Welcome to this bumper edition which I hope you find interesting.

AGM related

May I firstly thank all of you that came to the branch AGM on 5th March. I think it was our highest attendance at

an AGM for some years and, as such, I am re-assured that any decisions made by the Committee based on the 

lively discussions – under AOB especially – will have the endorsement of our branch members. However, for 

the benefit of those who were unable to join us I hasten to add that overall it appears the membership are 

basically happy with the mixture of Guest Speaker meetings and general interest meetings, but maybe with the 

odd minor tweak to freshen things up. So no radical changes in format but unless members can identify new 

non-professional guest speakers to come along then our achievement in getting 6 such speakers in 2018 is 

unlikely to be repeated. 

Richard reported that branch Facebook membership had risen by around 100 in 2018 to over 600 and some of 

our branch members felt this could potentially rise if the site was “public” rather than “closed”, but 

administrators Andy Goldsmith and Michael Jones explained their concern re potential spurious and possibly 

offensive posts if such a change was made, and that the present arrangement allowed any branch FB site 

member (all vetted by the administrators) to make a post which allowed for the instant news that FB members 

demand. Our website received nearly 15,000 hits, often for our photo gallery, so please remember to send 

selected photos to Michael Jones for the website as this could lead to views on other pages and possibly attract 

new members.

Alan’s Treasurer’s report shows the branch had a “trading” profit last year although it recorded an overall loss 

after the purchase of our new laptop as agreed at AGM 2017. The old laptop has been retained and is kept in 

reserve for emergency use at meetings. On the revenue side, door takings rose by more than 50%, some of this 

following the modest £1 increased fee at speaker evenings. There was also a 40% rise in net income from the 

sale of Air-Britain books, and a near doubling of Sales Stand takings over 2017. On the expenditure side, guest 

speaker fees rose by over 300% - an untenable trend. We also no longer receive the annual donation of 

Newsletter profits which were some £70 in 2017.

With the move of the A-B Trust Fly-In away from North Weald there is an urgent need to look at alternative 

sources of income as the Sales Stand accounted for around 25% of our total revenue last year. As already 

advised we will be having a table at the IAS AeroJumble on Sunday 10th March and Phil Kemp advised us that 

the branch would be welcome to have a Sales Stand at Turweston, the new Fly-In venue. Preliminary discussion

took place on the floor with further conversation after the AGM was formally closed. It is a matter of “watch 

this space” as apart from the logistics of transporting the books the 90 odd miles from Stansted to deepest 

middle England, the branch will need to provide its own table, chairs and shelter. However, to misquote my 

grandchildren’s favourite TV programme, “Nigel and Marius are on the case” – we just need Skye to provide 

the air transport! (For those who are totally bemused then Google “Paw Patrol”.) 

A little tongue in cheek perhaps when I say I leave the best bit ‘til last, but the Hall is being renovated and it 

would seem that the awful conditions we suffered - and not just in the winter – may be a thing of the past with 

the flooring resurfaced, improvements to the curtains soon so we can see pictures even in the light summer 

evenings, new heating looks a real possibility, and new lightweight tables which we used at the AGM. It all 

looks very positive, albeit car parking was initially difficult as the dance class has returned, but we need to be 

prepared as it is very probable that the refurbishment will eventually be coupled with an increased hall rental 

fee.

If anyone would like a copy of the Chairman’s Report, the Secretary’s Report, the Treasurer’s Accounts or the 

Minutes of the last AGM then please contact Richard or myself.

Finally, on the subject of the AGM, if any of you have comments or suggestions relating to the branch then 

please raise them at any time with me or Richard, and whether they are blue sky ideas or following up with 

some of the ideas thrown out for comment at the AGM such as photo evenings based on a theme (e.g. airliners, 

fast jets, museums, a specific type or manufacturer, the 90’s) or individuals giving a short – say half an hour – 

presentation on a subject of their choice, either from their existing knowledge or after some research, any 

positive thoughts will be very welcome. Thank you. LATE NEWS – we have already received an offer from 

Andy (his arm snapped off in my eager acceptance!) to make a presentation, almost certainly at our May 

meeting. Look out for a meeting diary update on our website.



Other

Despite it being a quiet time of the year for air traffic in the UK there have been a good number of 

announcements about happenings at Stansted. Starting with its largest operator, it has been well documented for

some while that in April Ryanair will receive their first Boeing 737-8 MAX200 (the 200 seat high density 

version, EI-HAT presumably) – the good news is that their 1st 5 aircraft will be based at STN.  It was also 

interesting to note that RYR’s current STN winter schedules go to no less than 118 destinations. 

Lots of other route related reports, including easyJet commencing a new service this month to Paris CDG which

should be a major success. In addition SAS are returning to STN, albeit in a modest way initially, with the 

launch a new route between CPH and STN. They are effectively moving their SK519/20 rotation from LHR to 

STN. Flights to operate all year 5 times weekly, increasing to 7 weekly during July/Aug using A319’s with 

services commencing 8th April.

Albanian carrier Albawings (2B/AWT) are advertising a new STN to Tirana (TIA) service effective 13th June 

2019. This service was originally mooted in February last year for a March 2018 start at 4pw with B735 and 

hopefully there will be a more positive result this time. 



Scottish airline Loganair have taken over the former Flybmi route from City of Derry Airport to London Stansted from 27 

February. It follows the collapse of Flybmi, which had operated between the airports since 2017.

One small downside to the news this month is that by the time you read this “Chat” the Pobeda schedules will have 

ceased after only a few months of operation, which is a shame as St. Petersburg is a fantastic city to visit.

I suppose it is also relevant to report two “events” at STN during the past month starting with the well publicised engine 

failure during the take off run by Laudamotion A320 OE-LOA on March 1st, and just a few days earlier on Feb 25th there 

was the emergency landing of BA A320Neo G-TTNC following a smoke/fire warning in the hold whilst it was off the East 

Coast en route LHR to VIE. The Laudamotion incident resulted in passenger emergency slide evacuations on the runway 

which resulted in 8 minor injuries but otherwise, thankfully, no casualties. 



Whilst I suspect none of our members use the rail link to STN I am aware that some of our members are also railway 

enthusiasts, so there is some welcome news about this important method of passenger arrival/departure with the 

arrival of the first 10 new Stansted Express trains the BR Class 745 Stadler FLIRT (Fast Light Intercity Regional Train). 

These will undergo safety and performance tests before entering passenger service mid-year. The new electric trains will 

be longer, with more seats, plug and USB sockets, as well as having air conditioning plus  free wi-fi and improved 

passenger information screens.



In last month’s Chat I mentioned Andy Goldsmith’s brilliant success at the Air-Britain Trust Photo. Comp. and I 

am delighted that he has allowed me to include his winning entries.

Airliners (Commercial & Private) – 1st Place

VN-A864  Boeing 787-9 of Vietnam Airlines departing Heathrow

General Aviation and Executive Jets Registered in the U.K. – 1ST Place

G-ATWB   Jodel D.117 at Rayne Hall Farm, Essex

General Aviation and Executive Jets Registered in the U.K. – 2nd Place

G-BKDR  Pitts S-1S at Little Gransden



Vintage and Warbirds – 3rd Place

Spartan 7W Executive  NC17633 at Little Gransden

Andy's inspirational photos are a convenient link to our next branch meeting on Tuesday 2nd April when we 

welcome back our good friend Graeme Douglas with his presentation 

“Amelia Earhart - What’s The Mystery”

Amelia was a very inspirational lady of the 1930’s, and before anyone asks yes, that is even before my time! 

Shame really as the lady herself looks rather sexy in a leather flying helmet and goggles!



As always the meeting is at St. John’s Church Hall commencing at 20:15 hours but please arrive a little earlier if

you can so as to help set up the hall, and if everyone could please make sure they also sign the attendance 

register (a H&S requirement) on the desk just inside the hall doors and pay their £4 subscription to Alan. Please 

ensure any guests are afforded a warm welcome.

Hope to see everyone there.

And Finally, Onto Late Finals...............

An edited snippet from a recent edition of Flight International which amused me. 

A press release was originally entitled “JAL to debut the A350-900 on the Haneda to Fukuoka route”, but that

was deemed to be too much of a mouthful, so using the IATA designation for the destination airport the

amended version read “JAL goes to FUK with A350”.

Brian Richards

Air-Britain Stansted Branch Chairman


