
Chairman’s Report at AGM 2018 

 

Good Evening Everybody 

 

I should like to commence with my usual opening to this Report by saying that the AGM is not simply 

a review of achievements, and the occasional failure, over the past calendar year but it is also an 

opportunity for you, our branch members, to voice your thoughts, opinions and, most importantly, 

ideas on how the branch might progress in the next 12 months and beyond. 

 

With the branch Golden Jubilee celebrations in 2017, that year was always going to be a difficult act 

to follow, but I think we went a good way towards achieving our aim of making the 2018 programme 

memorable by arranging no less than 6 Guest Speakers who covered a very wide range of topics, 

both civil and military, and non traditional areas such as lighter than air vehicles and a piston engine 

rebuild. Regrettably though, on occasions we still seem to struggle with audience numbers despite 

our publicity endeavours. 

 

The remaining meetings were taken up by admiring members’ photographic images and, of course, 

our challenging annual quiz and which was rather surprisingly won by yours truly, and the 

photographic competition which was again of a high standard and had two new names as winners 

with Michael Hibbins winning the Ground Section and Marius Gavra the Air Section and also, after a 

count back, winning the overall trophy. It is appropriate to mention here that branch member Andy 

Goldsmith also had no less than 4 prize winning entries in last year’s Air-Britain Trust international 

photographic competition. 

 

Thanks to Nigel for arranging both branch competitions and to each and every one of you who 

participated in them and, more generally, to everyone who supported the branch by attending our 

meetings in 2018. I have to mention here the less than desirable conditions in this hall that we all 

had to endure at the end of the year with the lack of suitable heating and power issues, both of 

which were totally out of our control, but a big thanks to everyone for their understanding and 

innovative temporary solutions.   

 

Regrettably there were no formal branch outings in 2018 as despite some considerable effort by the 

committee to arrange a tour around Lakenheath there was insufficient interest to meet the 

minimum numbers required by the air base for such tours.  

 

Also a big negative impact on the branch was the announcement in the autumn by Air-Britain Trust 

that its annual Fly-In would no longer be held at North Weald which, of course, was not only an 

event branch members had supported enthusiastically over the years through volunteer help but 

was also a significant source of funds to the branch by way of the Sales Stand. This loss of income, 

and how to address it, will be a discussion point later this evening. 

 

At the last AGM I reported the cessation of our monthly Newsletter so in 2018 with the untiring help 

of Michael Jones I have attempted to make my monthly Chairman’s Chat rather more interesting 

and to include illustrations.  It was never the intention to try and replace Newsletter but to widen 

the use of Chat beyond simply communicating a bit about our meetings and to supplement what 



was already available on our website and Facebook page, the latter, incidentally, now having over 

600 members. All three mediums are for the benefit of our members but they also rely on your input 

and contributions – no matter how small – to remain dynamic and informative. 

 

As I alluded to earlier, everyone who attends a meeting is contributing to the successful running of 

the branch but as Chair I would like to formally thank just a few of our members.  

 

Firstly, to my co-Committee members, Alan Jones for yet another successful year as Treasurer and in 

persuading us to part with our money at meetings and managing the branch finances, and to Richard 

Jones for his continued unassuming role as Secretary which was especially difficult in 2018 with the 

extension of Data Protection regulations which impacted heavily, and at short notice, on small sized 

volunteer organisations such as our branch. Richard also controls our stock of books and magazines 

in the store that Dave Gale continues to allow the branch to maintain free of charge, with a small 

stock now kept by Gary Mitchell for sale at ad hoc meetings.  

 

Alan and Richard additionally provide the very welcome refreshments at our meetings and I am 

proud to mention in this connection that last year the branch donated over £80 to the Essex and 

Herts Air Ambulance from its collection tins including the one always placed on the counter by the 

kitchen. Please continue to give generously when you take your cuppa! 

 

As always, and on behalf of the Committee, I extend my thanks to Nigel who again was a stalwart in 

2018, identifying and arranging 4 of our Guest Speakers in addition to arranging both of our 

competitions, also to Michael Jones for his technical help to me on so many branch issues, and to 

Michael Hibbins who arranges the printing of our posters etc free of charge. Lastly, and most 

importantly, thanks again to everyone who supports our meetings. 

 

Looking ahead the Committee members are keen that the branch prospers and in that respect we 

need feedback, positive ideas and willing volunteers to shoulder some of the workload that this will 

require. New faces need to be made welcome, coupled with an interesting and wide ranging branch 

programme, to ensure they become returning faces.  If our branch is to remain viable then this 

requires everyone’s input and assistance. 

 

On that note may I thank everyone again for your support in 2018 and to ask you all for your 

continued enthusiastic support in 2019. 

 

Thank you 

 

Brian Richards 

Chair, Air-Britain Stansted Branch 

 

 St. John’s Church Hall, Stansted Mountfitchet 

Tuesday 5
th

 March 2019 



 

Before we proceed to the Treasurer’s Report I need to make an apology to everyone – as some of you 

may have noticed there is a small repetition in this Report to the 2017 Report I made last year. For 

some reason in my past Chairman’s Reports I have been guilty of reporting the winners of both the 

annual branch photographic competition and the quiz at the AGM immediately following the 

competition evening, rather than at the AGM for the year in which the competition evening actually 

took place, so I have taken the opportunity in this report to correct that ongoing mistake. Winners of 

last month’s competition will, therefore, be rightly included in the 2018 Chairman’s Report.  

Apologies again. 

 


