
 

 

Good evening and thank you for coming to the A.G.M. this evening. 

Another year has flown by and I’m sure a lot of you are already looking at the 

summer events and working out what to attend and what to ignore. 

We had our best branch sales takings in recent years at last year’s final Air-Britain 

Fly-in held North Weald with this year’s event taking place at Turweston. We took 

£232.80 at the event, which is free income for the branch and virtually paid for our 

Speaker expenses last year.  

2019 brings the new challenge of finding alternative events for the branch to attend to 

raise extra money through the sale of donated books, magazines and other aircraft 

memorabilia. Next Sunday Nigel & Marius are attending the Ipswich Aviation 

Society’s Aerojumble sale at the Greshams Sports and Social Club in Ipswich with 

books and goodies from the lock up. I would like to say a thank you in advance for 

them offering to do this on behalf of the branch. Hopefully the event will be a success 

for all attending and bring in some funds and help promote the branch. 

If you know of any other events that we could attend for free or a small fee please 

could you let the committee know. 

Thank you for continuing to support the branch by purchasing your Air-Britain books 

through us. This month’s purchases alone will bring in £30 income for the branch and 

allows you to save £2.50 off the cover price. Phil Kemp has made me aware that the 

Air Fleets Quick Reference 2019 is now at the printers and will be ready to order in 

time for April’s meeting. I will be sending out a reminder by email to everyone, but I 

will take orders from you at the end of the meeting this evening. 

As expected the numbers joining the branch Facebook site have slowed over the last 

year. We now have 618 Facebook members, up over 100 since last year. The 

difficulty is finding other people in the area who would likely to be interested in the 

group. Group activity has varied over last year and really depends on something 

interesting happening at Stansted to generate postings. Our meetings are still 

advertised on the group and we have seen several visit us over the year as a result of 

the group. 

The branch website had just shy of 15,000 visits for 2018 which was slightly down 

from 2017. Many of our visits are generated through google images from searches for 

certain aircraft that have been labelled in our photo gallery. Visiting numbers may be 

down as we have no postings of Stansted movements any more. This came from parts 

of the newsletter and had a delayed factor due to the movements from 2016 being 

posted in early 2017. The vast majority of visitors come from search engines followed 

then by Facebook, Facebook alone produced more than the rest of the forums and 

other aviation links sites that our website is listed on. 

Brian listed two meeting adverts on Air-Britain.freeforums.net resulting in one click 

on each, possibly from Brian himself testing the link. We need to keep an eye open 

for new places on forums / websites where people of a similar interest are posting 

material or generating large viewings to potentially attract new visitors to the branch. 

We now have a branch attracting new visitors but have more work to do to ensure the 

branch in the long term has a good future. Thank you for attending regularly and 

helping this to happen. 

 

Richard 

  


