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Welcome to the Andy Goldsmith special edition! You will realise later why I have started with this line when 

you read all the credits.

May’s meeting was the initial (hopefully there will be more) member talk since my request at the AGM for 

branch members to find a topic of particular interest to them and draft a 45-60 minute illustrated presentation. I 

was delighted when Andy picked up the baton with his “M40 Meander”, which maybe warranted a sub-title of 

“Motorway gridlock, welcoming airfields and overly chatty aviators”. A very disappointingly small audience 

were treated to an excellent talk of a day, and a bit, of visits to smaller airfields (and I include the grandiosely 

titled “London Oxford Airport” in that description) with superb maps, aerial shots and advice on what can be 

seen from where, and how access can be obtained (or not!). Andy had clearly worked very hard on this 

presentation and it is a shame so many of our regular attendees missed the occasion.

This month’s meeting was also the first we have had in St. John’s Church Hall since the refurbishment was 

completed – shame they seem to have retained those noisy integral wall heaters – and without any great surprise

Richard was informed that with immediate effect the hall rental fee had been raised 70%. Personally I am a bit 

disappointed that some leeway wasn’t given to the branch for it having to endure the appalling conditions over 

the winter period but on the upside the new rental cost is less than alternative venues in the Stansted area. 

However, the price increase is effectively needing an extra 4-5 bums on seats at a non-speaker evening.

Jumping ahead to July’s meeting, this will be another “first” and again follows a discussion point at the AGM, 

when there will be a theme evening for members photos. We kick off this focussed evening with an all 

encompassing title “de Havilland Aircraft” which we hope will be a wide enough topic to encourage most of 

our members to sort out some of their favourite photos of aircraft produced by this company (including their 

Canada and Australia offshoots and DH designed aircraft produced overseas). There are well over 100 different 

aircraft types - civil, military, experimental - from the DH stable to select your photos from!  Just a few of 

rules/guidelines. 

a. Please edit your photos into sets of 30 and separate those sets on the memory stick

b. No limit to the total number of photos you may show in the course of the evening but everyone with 

photos will show them on a rota basis of 30 per session

c. In the event that we run out of time then those unseen will be given priority at a future meeting

d. In the event there are insufficient “entries” under this topic then please also have a few non-DH photos 

available

e. Finally – maybe a short narrative such as what it is and where it was taken, and anything of interest 

relating to that individual aircraft or the type in general.

Continuing about the branch matters Nigel and Andy last month visited the Earls Colne HQ of the Essex and 

Herts Air Ambulance and on behalf of the branch formally presented a 40x30 cm canvas wall print of Nigel’s 

magnificent photo of G-HHEM, copy below, bearing the inscription:

 ‘Presented to the Essex and Herts Air Ambulance by the Stansted branch of Air-Britain’.



Nigel advises me that the EHAA staff were absolutely delighted and needed no persuasion to place it in a prime

position in their office. It is planned to present an identical picture to the EHAA presence at North Weald. I 

would like to thank Andy and Nigel for their generosity in personally funding these pictures. As a reminder, at 

our meetings there is always an EHAA collection tin on the kitchen counter when you collect your 

refreshments.

On the STN scene the airport recorded its busiest ever April with 2.4m pax for the month, and on a rolling 12 

months some 28.42m pax, a 7.99% increase.

Whilst Boeing is working hard to get its proposed “fix” to the 737 MAX problems tested and then accepted by 

the US and EASA authorities no anticipated time scale has been officially mentioned. As such it could be some 

while yet before we witness Ryanair’s introduction of the type. A BBC report 6th May commented:

“Boeing has admitted that it knew about a problem with its 737 Max jets a year before the aircraft was 

involved in two fatal accidents, but took no action. The firm said it had inadvertently made an alarm feature 

optional instead of standard, but insisted that this did not jeopardise flight safety. The feature at issue is known 

as the Angle of Attack (AOA) Disagree alert and was designed to let pilots know when two different sensors 

were reporting conflicting data.

The planemaker said it had intended to provide the feature as standard, but did not realise until deliveries had 

begun that it was only available if airlines purchased an optional indicator. It said it had intended to deal with 

the problem in a later software update.”

Anyone planning a visit to STN and access Long Border Road to view/photograph parked business aircraft, 

please be aware that last month it was made clear to at least one of our members that the Long Border Road 

area is now also a “no go” zone for anyone without specific prior permission from airport security. 

Another new occasional feature for “Chat” will be a small selection of photos taken by members at STN, 

starting with some taken by Andy Goldsmith last month – all his copyright and reproduced with his permission.

PH-CKB Boeing 747-406ERF of KLM taken 6th April 2019



T7-GTS Gulfstream 650 taken on 6th April 2019

TC-JDO A.330F of THY Cargo taken on 10th April 2019

On 4th June we have another Guest Speaker evening when thanks to Nigel we will be welcoming Ross Stewart,

Curator of the Wethersfield Air Museum to give us an illustrated presentation entitled 

The History of RAF Wethersfield



As always the meeting will be held in St. John’s Church Hall and commence at 8:15 pm with £4 payable at the 

door – any guests you would like to bring along will be most welcome.

A few more photos taken at Wethersfield to whet your appetites



Hope you can be there.

And Finally, Onto Late Finals...............

"Halifax Terminal, Air Canada 851 with you out of 13,000 for 10,000, requesting runway 15."

Halifax Terminal (female): "Air Canada 851 Halifax, the last time I gave a pilot what he wanted I was on 

penicillin for three weeks. Expect runway 06."

Brian Richards

Air-Britain Stansted Branch Chairman


