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Good Evening Everybody and welcome to the Annual General Meeting for the year 2019 for  

Air-Britain Stansted Branch. 

  

I should like to commence with my usual opening to the Chair’s Report by saying that the AGM is not 

simply a review of achievements, and the occasional failure, over the past calendar year but it is also 

an opportunity for you, our branch members, to voice your thoughts, opinions and, most 

importantly, ideas on how the branch might progress in the next 12 months and beyond. 

 

In 2019 we only managed to arrange 3 Guest Speaker evenings - and 2 of those were returning 

speakers - which was half of the total in 2018. It was disappointing to note that in 2019 there were 

only three or so recommendations or introductions to potential guest speakers made to me by 

branch members but I am pleased to say one of those will be our guest in 2020.   

 

However, we did have the first of our branch member presentations which pleased me personally as 

it was an idea originally raised at last our AGM. Thanks to Andy Goldsmith for volunteering to be the 

guinea pig and giving us an interesting illustrated talk on airfields along and around the M4 corridor. 

It is opportune here to thank Michael Hibbins for arranging the printing of our speaker evening 

meeting posters plus all the Quiz night question and answer sheets and Michael Jones as our kit 

supremo and his liaison role with guest speakers. 

 

Also new this year, and again following discussion at the last AGM, were the “themed” photo 

evenings, starting with a fairly easy and wide ranging topic “de Havilland” and this was reflected in 

the number of members who took the trouble to sort appropriate images from their extensive 

collections and bring along memory sticks, plus providing a narrative. The December theme “Winter” 

was noticeably less well supported which was a pity. 

 

The Annual Photographic competition for the year 2018 had a good number of entries with some 

strong contenders for the awards. Kevin Jarvis won the Best Ground category with his shot of a 

FedEx ATR, and the deserved winner of both the Air category and the Best Overall photo was Andy 

Goldsmith’s superb image of an F-15 landing at Lakenheath. Thanks to Nigel Kemp for making all the 

arrangements as usual. 

 

The Quiz was set by myself and the winner of the Prior Memorial trophy was Nigel Kemp – again! 

 

Thanks to all those who participated in those competitions. 

 

At the last AGM I made comment on the potential loss of revenue to the branch from book sales 

following the decision to re-locate Air-Britain’s Annual Fly-In away from North Weald. During 2019 

the branch had a number of opportunities to have a Sales Stand at other events such as JetFest and 

the North Weald Marshallers Fly-In, but trying to find volunteers to collect, sort and transport the 

books, and also supply and transport a table and seats, weather protection, etc plus actually man a 



Sales Stand, proved very difficult, indeed impossible. I know this subject will be on our Agenda later 

this evening. We did have a table at the Ipswich Aviation Society Aero Jumble, which I had the 

pleasure of visiting, but the sales level was poor. Nevertheless my thanks to Nigel, Marcus and Gary 

for your efforts that day. 

 

As for the venue of our monthly meetings I must comment on the much improved state of St. John’s 

Church Hall since out last AGM but inevitably the refurbishment did lead to an increase in the hall 

rental rate. 

 

My efforts in trying to produce an informative and fun monthly Chairman’s Chat have been met, for 

the most part, with a wall of silence from its recipients apart from one member’s regular feedback. 

He likes it – thankfully. And for what it’s worth I have fun putting it together but I would appreciate 

some feedback, positive or negative. Here I must express my sincere personal thanks to Michael 

Jones who edits my typos and any grammatical errors plus puts my Word format draft document 

into what I think is an impressive branch publication. My thanks also to those whose photos I have 

used, and especially Andy Goldsmith for permitting me to raid his Flickr account every month. 

 

Our branch Facebook page now has nearly 700 members – if only we could persuade just 1% to 

come to our meetings – and at year end our website approached the 100,000 hits mark, a number 

which has since been achieved. Thanks again to Michael and Andy. I would also like to mention the 

support given externally by Nick Challoner in promoting our branch on the Google Stansted website 

as well as permitting us to advertise our guest speaker evenings on that site. 

 

As I alluded to earlier, everyone who attends a meeting is contributing to the successful running of 

the branch but as Chair I would like to formally thank just a few of our members.  

 

Firstly, to my co-Committee members.  Alan Jones for yet another successful year as Treasurer and 

in persuading us to part with our money at meetings and managing the branch finances, and to 

Richard Jones for his continued unassuming role as Secretary. Richard also controls our external 

stock of stored books and magazines, but Dave Gale has now given us notice that he wants that 

store emptied and we will be able to discuss our options later this meeting. There is additionally a 

small stock kept by Gary Mitchell for sale at ad hoc branch meetings and thanks to him.  

 

Alan and Richard additionally provide the very welcome refreshments at our meetings and the safe 

keeping of the Essex and Herts Air Ambulance collection tins, including the one always placed on the 

counter by the kitchen. Please continue to give generously when you take your cuppa! 

 

Many members help in other ways, such as setting up the hall or tidying up at the end, and I cannot 

mention everyone but please be assured that any help and assistance you give to the Committee is 

deeply appreciated. So lastly, and most importantly, thanks again to everyone who supports our 

meetings.   



Looking ahead the Committee members are keen that the branch prospers and in that respect we 

need feedback, positive ideas and willing volunteers to shoulder some of the workload that this will 

require. New faces need to be made welcome, coupled with an interesting and wide ranging branch 

programme, to ensure they become returning faces.  If our branch is to remain viable then this 

requires everyone’s input and assistance. 

 

On that note may I thank everyone again for your support in 2019 and to ask you all for your 

continued enthusiastic support in 2020. 

 

Thank you 

 

Brian Richards 

Chair, Air-Britain Stansted Branch 
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