
2019, in my opinion was a good year for the branch. 

 

Talks:  We had three guest speakers, Graeme Douglas - "Amelia Earhart, Allen 

Vernon "Getting a British Cat to Prowl Again and " Stephen Skinner - “The rugged 

HS 748 and its successor – the ATP, whilst this was down on previous years the 

quality of these talks made up for it. We also had an in-house talk courtesy of Andrew 

Goldsmith with his "M40 Meander - A road trip visiting airfields in the M40 

corridor". This enlightened members on some of the interesting airfields along this 

route. 

A reminder to everyone to please keep a look out for potential speakers who could 

provide a presentation at our meetings in the future. If you know of anyone please let 

the committee know. 

 

Members Evenings: There was a change in the air in 2019, as per request of members 

of the group we decided to add more narrative to our pictures. This was first trialled at 

our July meeting with our first De-Havilland evening which asked members to bring 

along a small collection of photographs and discuss each photo. The evening was so 

successful and with three members unable to attend the meeting that month part 2 

followed in August. 

 

Books: We sold 37 Air-Britain titles to our members in 2019. This is up from 23 in 

2018 and help significantly to bring in funds ensuring the branch made a profit for the 

year as well as members getting books at the discounted price. We have the Military 

Transport QR now available to order with the Air Fleets and UK not being far off. 

 

Chairman’s Chat: A big well done to Brian Richards for producing this growing 

production each month. I hope you have noticed the quality of production improve 

since the first copy appeared in February 2018. Much of the change has been through 

feedback from you.  

.  

We have opportunities this year to take the sales stand to aviation events to clear some 

of the branch’s accumulated stock of books, magazines and aero memorabilia. A little 

thank you to those who attended the Ipswich Aviation Society’s Aerojumble sale in 

March and a special thanks to Gary Mitchell for keeping a stock of books at home and 

bringing these along to our meetings. 

 

Finance: We made a profit of £224.73. This was much needed after having to buy a 

new laptop in 2019. The laptop has now been paid off, not bad for two years.  

 

Attendees: The branch continues to attract new members along to our meetings. 2019 

saw at least three new faces join the regulars. As a branch we must strive to ensure 

enthusiasts around the Stansted area know about the branch and what it has to offer. 

We are always open to new ideas as to what we put on as part of our programme, 

which is provided for you.   

 

Thank you. 


